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Relative abundance:
Line transect distance sampling[3].
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Introduction: Why monitor monkeys in Malawi?
At present, there are very few studies addressing primate research and conservation in Malawi,
despite up to seven primate species recorded to be present throughout the country[1]. Primates
are absent from nearly all national conservation action plans and policies. This research aims to
provide baseline data on the two diurnal primates of Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve (VMWR),
which will contribute to this dearth identified by the Illegal Wildlife Trade Report[2].
Methods: How do we monitor monkeys in Malawi?
The methods below will be combined to create a protocol that can be used to monitor
the yellow baboons and vervet monkey populations in VMWR in the future.
Conclusions & Implications of Research:
Due to the abundance and ability to adapt to human environments, yellow baboons and vervet monkeys face active
persecution in their environment, and are often disregarded in conservation. These findings will enable VMWR park
management to include these primates in biodiversity and conservation action plans, and continue to monitor them with
the aim of protecting future populations in the area.
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Distribution of primates:
Abundances overlaid with vegetation 
structure, and analysed statistically to 
understand patterns of primate distribution 
with habitats.
Expected Results:
Previous research on these species suggests 
that yellow baboons are more likely to be 
found in open savanna, and vervet monkeys 
in denser thicket. Both species are 
expected to be abundant in forest 
dominated by Brachystegia, an important 
firewood resource for nearby communities. 
They are shown to exhibit niche 
partitioning to avoid competition[5].
Habitat assessments:
Plotless point-quarter sampling[4].
50 plots per transect; general habitat 
type = dominant species; canopy cover
N
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First transect 
located 
randomly
Subsequent 
transects 
arranged 
systematically 
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